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St Peter’s School
Baccalaureate®

Howwe are challenging, changing, adapting and succeeding
in curriculum development

“The introduction of the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate® (SPB) has been an exciting
innovation, inspiring pupils to be creative and independent in their learning
and enabling the school to achieve its aims for a broad curriculum. The newly
developed SPB has brought excitement, motivating staff and pupils alike.”



What is the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate®?
The St Peter’s School Baccalaureate® (SPB) is an award that provides our children with the skills
necessary to maximise their educational experience and prepare them for the next steps in their
education. The SPB is the best of the National Curriculum and the best of the Common Entrance
andmore.

We ask our pupils to excel in 3 areas:

1. Curiosity
2. Finding
3. Presenting

Amongst other things, the SPB encourages our children to approach life with insatiable curiosity;
to be willing to learn from their mistakes; to embrace uncertainty; to balance logic, art and
imagination; to link their learning to a whole picture.

The SPB offers a broad and balanced curriculumwith innovative teaching and unique learning
opportunities for the children. The award looks at the whole child and all of the contributions they
make to our school. It is entirely celebratory and allows success to thrive through its "Believe it,
Achieve it" ethos. The SPB is a truly ‘holistic’ education.

The Assessment Process
The pupil is fully involved in the assessment process. They have regular access to their own SPB
Assessment Grid. They discuss their highlighted grids with staff, peers and parents.

At the beginning of each term pupils have a 1:1 target meeting with their tutor. The pupil then
selects targets to be developed throughout the remainder of the term. This is the learning
partnership which is then communicated to parents. These targets are monitored and reviewed
during the term.

Teaching and Learning
Teachers plan progressive knowledge and skill driven learning. Lessons evolve according to
children’s motivation, questioning and curiosity and provide children with opportunities to direct
and organise their own learning at crucial points in their St Peter’s journey.

Curriculum Development

Each area is equally weighted to ensure celebration in all aspects of a child’s learning. Leadership,
independence and innovation are encouraged throughout the curriculum by a dedicated staff
body. Each area of study is allocated 4 parts and these are added up at the end of a two year
period. These are passable into certificates so children attain pass, merit, distinction or honours.
Faculties are equally weighed enabling talent in different areas to achieve higher status. It is
therefore a truly individual award.

SPB Curriculum Planners support the teacher to ensure high quality differentiated lessons.

The SPB is assessed within seven core areas of learning:

• Core Academic Languages
• Core Academic Sciences
• Humanities
• Creative Arts
• Sport
• Performing Arts
• St Peter’s Qualities



Baccalaurate Achievements
ISI commented in 2012 that St Peter’s pupils
“reached high standards and are making
consistently good and often exceptional
progress from their different starting points”.
Through our extensive monitoring and
tracking processes this continues to
be the case. Children of ALL
abilities make strong progress,
whether they are a scholar or
a child who requires support
to achieve the high
expectations set.

Year 8 Scholarships
Since the introduction of the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate® scholarship rates have increased
significantly. Children have achieved scholarships to the following schools:-

Badminton School, Blundell’s, Canford School, Clifton College, Exeter School, King’s Bruton,
King’s College Taunton, Queen’s Taunton, Sherborne, Sherborne Girls’, Taunton School, Trinity
School, Wellington School and Wycliffe College.

Ex-pupils who achieved major sports scholarships to King’s
College and Blundell’s respectively, are Aaron Chapman and
Sam Talbot.

Aaron Chapman has played Under 18 rugby a year above his
age group for England on the wing. Aaron explains how he
first became interested in rugby: “I started at St Peter’s
School when I was 11 and began playing in the B team at
fly half. I then moved up to the A team playing second row.”

“I played up through the age groups andmoved to play as
a flanker for the U13 side at St Peter’s, got picked for the
Devon sides and then played a couple of age groups up for Exeter Chiefs. I then got picked for the
south west and then played for England U16s, which has led to where I have got to now.”

Sam Talbot has smashed Daley Thompson’s 40-year-old Under
18 decathlon record, broken the Under 18 indoor heptathlon
record and has captained Team GB under 21 athletics squad.

When breaking the heptathlon record, Sam cleared
7.51m in the long jump to become the new under 18
record holder and earned himself an invitation to jump
alongside the likes of Greg Rutherford at the National
Indoor Championships in Sheffield.



Mrs Nicola Huggett, Head, Cheltenham College

“At Blundell’s, we have found the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate® to be a really excellent
preparation for the skills needed in GCSE from Year 9 onwards. The pupils we have seen
from St Peter’s have a refreshing thirst for knowledge and solid thinking skills in all the
key areas. One of the most impressive benefits that they bring to Year 9 is a healthy
approach to monitoring their own progress. They clearly want to be able to see where
they are and how they can get to the next stage in their academic journey. It has taught
them to to take responsibility for their own learning and this enables their teachers to
support them in a more effective way. There is no doubt that the baccalaureate is an
all-round education and in my view this ensures the pupils start the next important stage
from an excellent base. It is a very exciting development and a very interesting alternative
to common entrance.”

Views on the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate®?
“The concept of the ‘whole child’ is one that is all too often discussed, but the St Peter’s
School Baccalaureate® certainly incorporates the academic and the holistic aspects of
the school. We have adapted the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate®, and it now reflects
the values and distinctions of our school; it tracks and celebrates each child’s total
contribution to school life and values those non-academic activities that might be
overlooked in a busy school. We have been able to tailor it so that our Mission Statement
can be reflected in our own version of the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate®.”

Mrs Jacqui Daval-Reed, Head, Bromsgrove Prep

Graham Nunn, Reporting ISI Inspector, Education Consultant

“The SPB is an excellent example of curriculum and assessment planning that is geared
to the individual child. It gives the child, its parents and teachers a clear insight into what
the child has achieved and what their targets are for the next stage. The final standards
that need to be reached to attain a Head’s Honour challenge even themost able children.
Furthermore, whilst it covers the traditional curriculum in considerable depth, it allows
for each child to succeed in other areas such as critical thinking, leadership skills and
personal qualities. An excellent example of whole school curriculum development and
review.”

Any enquiries regarding the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate® can be sent to Lucy Ball,
who has been responsible for its design and implementation at

lucy.ball@stpetersprepschool.co.uk

Harfield, Lympstone, Devon EX8 5AU
Tel: 01395 272148

www.stpetersprep.co.uk

Dr John Newton, Head, Taunton School

“All the employers and top businesses tell us that they need so much more than good
exam results from young people if they are to cope with the professional world of the
21st century. We are fortunate in the independent sector to be able to innovate to adapt
to such demands. I am therefore inspired by the aims and content of the St Peter’s School
Baccalaureate®. The long term impact on its pupils will be huge. In a generation’s time,
these children will be grateful for the vision and implementation of such a programme.
They will know it has maximised their chances of thriving in an age widely described as
uncertain and requiring just the range of skills that the St Peter’s School Baccalaureate®
emphasises.”


